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DISINVESTMENT OF BSNL UNWARRANTED

The proposal to disinvest 10% of BSNL, as stated by the Minister of Communications, is completely unwarranted and will be strongly opposed by the more than 3 lakh work force of BSNL.

One of the reasons stated for divestment is the requirement to finance developmental activities. There is no dearth of money with BSNL for its development and expansion. Almost Rs. 40,000 crores is available with BSNL which can be utilized for the above purpose.  In fact it is not lack of finance, but lack of GSM lines and other telecom infrastructure which is hampering the growth and expansion of BSNL. The entire workers in BSNL were compelled to go on a one day strike to stop cancellation of the tender of 4.5 million GSM lines. Many assurances were given by Communications Minister and BSNL Management that GSM lines will be made available for providing connections to the people. But even now BSNL is starving of GSM lines and had been pushed back from 2nd to 4th position in the mobile sector. Now it seems that it was a conspiracy to weaken the BSNL so that disinvestment can be justified.

The disinvestment of BSNL, instead of bringing funds to BSNL or Government, will be the first step to gift the No.1 telecom company in the country to the private operators. The example of Videsh Sanchar Nigam Ltd. (VSNL) is in front of us. VSNL was handed over to M/S Tata for Rs.1320 crores even when there was liquid cash of more than Rs. 1200 crores in VSNL. Hundreds of acres of land in prime location in the metros and major cities in addition to the building and infrastructure all went free to Tatas. VSNL was in fact gifted in a golden plate to Tata. BSNL can not be allowed to be gifted like that.

Joint Forum of BSNL Unions/ Associations of Non-Executives and Executives strongly protest against the proposal and demand the Govt. and management to desist from such proposal failing which the unions will be compelled to resort to agitational   programmes including indefinite strike.
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